B8 HENSCHKE

Exceptional wines from outstanding vinevards

Tappa Pass Shiraz 2006

Grape Variety

100% old-vine shiraz grown in the Barossa (Barossa and Eden Valley)

Technical Details
Harvest Date: 14 March-6 April | Alcohol: 14.5% | 3.55pH: | Acidity: 6.3g/L

Maturation
Matured in 77% new and 23% seasoned French hogsheads for 20 months prior to blending
and bottling.

Background

The Barossa has a core of traditional growers of Lutheran descent dating back five
generations, stanchly continuing the traditions of their forebears. Occasionally one or two
parcels of fruit of overwhelming quality come over the weighbridge; this is one such
example. The 50-year-old, low-yielding vines are growing in low-fertility Neoproterozoic
soils more than 542 million years old, ranging from red-brown earths to terra rossa. The fully
ripe black shiraz grapes were sourced from grower vineyards in Tappa Pass and Light Pass
i-IENS CHKE and were vinified in traditional open-top fermenters.

Vintage Description

The 2006 vintage shaped up as another high quality year but with only average yields in the
Eden Valley. After a late break in mid-June 2005, winter and spring rains were some of the
best for years in the lead-up to flowering in early summer. Some varieties, such as riesling
and shiraz, suffered more than others from poor set, leading to ‘hen and chicken’. While
Tappa Poss Shiras there was some damage in Eden Valley from frost, this had only a minor impact on the
VINEYARD SELECTION overall yield; however, yields in most varieties were down by 15-20%. The summer was
mild with southerly winds, reminiscent of 2002. Brief heat waves occurred in late January
and mid-February but were early enough not to affect quality, with only minor sunburn on
exposed fruit. Mild dry autumn conditions allowed for the development of wonderfully
balanced shiraz fruit quality.

BAROSSA

Wine Description

Intense deep crimson in colour. The nose displays sweet, ripe blueberry and plum fruits
integrated with hints of cedar, smoked meats and crushed sage. The fleshy palate is rich and
juicy with great depth of complexity, balanced acidity and long, layered, velvety tannins.

WINE OF AUSTRALIA 750ml

Reviewed March 2011

Cellaring Potential
Excellent vintage,
20+ years
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